
 1 

 
�-1 
Elementary school students (grades 1-6) and junior high school students (grade 7) 
additional speeches (x7) 
�

�

1. Koma-no-hiza a

A: A long time ago, Hachimantaro Yoshi-ie came to Naka City.  
B: He was very famous, wasn’t he? 

A: Yes, he was. He was riding a horse and they climbed a steep hill. 
B: What happened next? 

A: The horse fell down and died. 
B: How sad! 

A: Koma-no-hiza is a rock in the shape of the horse’s knee. 
B: So Koma-no-hiza means ‘horse’s knee’ in English. 

A: That’s right! 
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2. The Urizura Hills  

 
A: Where do you live? 

B: I live in Hiranodai. 
A: That’s in the Urizura Hills, right? 

B: Right. 
A: A river used to go through there. 

B: When was that? 
A: About two hundred thousand years ago. 

B: That’s a long time! 
A: Also, there may be gold under the Urizura Hills. 

B: Wow! Did you find any? 



 2 

A: No, I didn’t! 
A a. 
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3. The Shimoedo riverbed

A: I went to a barbecue on Sunday. 
B: Where was that?  

A: At the Shimoedo riverbed.  
B: In the old days many boats came to the riverbed.  

A: What did they bring? 
B: They brought things like fish and rice. 

A: Now there are just stones and rocks. 
B: But you can learn a lot from the stones. 

A: You can also play stone skipping! 
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4. The Kuji River heron colony a a 1 

 
A: Look, that’s a heron colony.  

B: What’s a colony?  
A: It’s a community of animals or birds.  

B: The herons are beautiful. How many are there?  
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A: About five thousand. It’s the biggest heron colony in Kanto. 
B: Can you see the herons all year round? 

A: No, you can’t. They come here in April, but in August they fly south. 
B: I guess they don’t like cold weather! 
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5. The Shizu elm tree a  

 
A: This is Katsuragi-inari Shrine. 

B: And this is the Shizu elm tree. 
A: It’s a natural monument of Ibaraki, right?  

B: Right, and it’s in Naka City because of Hachimantaro Yoshi’ie. 
A: Tell me more. 

B: On the way to Oshu, Hachimantaro put his whip in the ground.  
A: Why did he do that? 

B: Because he wanted to win a battle. 
A: And the elm tree grew from there. 

B: Exactly. 
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6. Yoshino vegetable gardens  

 

A: What’s your hobby? 
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B: My hobby is growing vegetables.  
A: But you don’t have a garden! 

B: No, I don’t. I use the Yoshino public vegetable gardens in Konosu.  
A: I see. What are you growing right now? 

B: Pumpkins, potatoes and egg plants. 
A: I’d like to try them! 

B: You can. I sell them at Fureai Farm Yoshino. 
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7. Koma-no-hiza a

Hachimantaro Yoshi-ie was a famous man. 
About 900 years ago, he came to Naka City.  

He was riding a horse. 
They climbed a steep hill, but the horse fell down and died.  

Koma-no-hiza is a rock in the shape of the horse’s knee. 
You can also see the horse’s footprint, and Kura-kake-ishi. 

Hachimantaro put down his saddle there.

a
  

a a a a
a

�

�

8. The Urizura Hills

The Urizura Hills go from Shizu to Tazaki.  

The same mountain range starts at Mount Yamizo.  
Some people think a river went through the Urizura Hills.  

There is no river any more. 
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But there is gold under the hills.  
Maybe one day we can find lots of gold. 

Then Naka City will be rich! 
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9. The Shimoedo riverbed

The Shimoedo riverbed is near Toda and Shimoedo.  

In the old days, the riverbed was very important. 
Boats brought things like rice and fish.  

At the riverbed you can see many rocks and stones.  
These have different shapes and colors.  

They can teach us about the history of the Naka River. 
They can even teach us about the history of the world. 
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10. The Kuji River heron colony a a 1

There is a heron colony by the Kuji River 
It is the biggest in the Kanto area.  

About five thousand herons make their nests at the colony.  
They arrive in April and leave in August.  

The herons fly south because they don’t like cold weather.  
I hope the herons come to Naka City for many more years.  

What can we do to help them? 

a a 1



 6 

a a 1
1    

a a

a 0 .
�

�

11. The Shizu elm tree a

There is a big, old elm tree in Shizu.  
It is a natural monument of Ibaraki Prefecture. 

It is nearly 900 years old.  
Hachimantaro Yoshi’ie visited Naka City on the way to Oshu. 

People say he put his whip in the ground.  
Then an elm tree started to grow.  

Now the tree is next to Katsuragi-inari Shrine.
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12. Yoshino vegetable gardens

The Yoshino public vegetable gardens are in Konosu. 

You can rent a small garden for 8000 yen a year. 
A lot of people grow vegetables there. 

You can also grow fruit and flowers. 
Fureai Farm Yoshino is near the gardens. 

Some people sell their produce there. 
Why not grow some vegetables at the gardens? 
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c
13. Magariya������

�

Magariya is near City Hall. 

It is a very old house. 
You can go to the doll festival at Magariya. 

The festival is in January, February, and March. 
It is very interesting. 

The “tsurushibina” dolls are colorful and pretty. 
I go to Magariya every year. 

Next year, let’s go together! 
�
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14. Takeshi’s Saturday� a  

�

I get up at 6.30. 
I have toast and yoghurt for breakfast. 

I go to Miya-no-ike Park at 10 o’clock. 
I go to the park with my brother. 

We play hide and seek. 
We also look for animals and insects. 

In the afternoon, we play baseball at Naka Sogo Park. 
I do my homework before dinner. 

I go to bed at about 9.45. 
�
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15. Yuki’s email to Kate.� a 1 a 1  

�

Hi Kate. 

Thanks for your email. 
I’m free on Sunday. 

Let’s go to the Botanical Gardens (Shokubutsuen)! 
The roses there are very pretty. 

I like roses. 
My mother can make lunch boxes, so we can eat lunch at the Gardens. 

Let’s go to the Prefectural Forest (Kenmin-no-mori), too. 
You can see a lot of trees there. 

I’m excited! 
See you! 

From Yuki 
�
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�-2 
Junior high school students (grades 8-9) reading topics (x3) 
� �

�

1. About Naka City �

�

Naka City is in the north of Ibaraki Prefecture. 
There are two rivers here, the Naka River and the Kuji River. 

Our flower is the sunflower, our tree is the double cherry blossom tree, and our bird is the swan. 
The farmers in Naka City grow rice, beans, potatoes, and wheat, but our most famous vegetable is the 

pumpkin. 
There are lots of parks in Naka City, for example, the Botanical Gardens, the Prefectural Forest, and 

Shimizudo-no-ue Park. 
Naka is a very historical city. 

More than eighty pictures, buildings, and so on, are registered as culturally important. 
There are also many shrines, temples, and castle ruins. 

I like our city very much. 
�
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2. The salmon battle� a �

�

The Kuji River is very long and beautiful. 

There are a lot of fish and shellfish in the river. 
You can catch salmon from the Kuji River when they come to lay their eggs.  

About 500 years ago, the salmon were very important, and the castle lords in Naka fought over them.  
After a while they stopped fighting and started talking. 

They agreed that every month, the people from Ishigami Castle could catch salmon for two weeks, and 
the people from Nukada Castle could catch salmon for two weeks. 

The name ‘Shiseki’ in Motokomezaki comes from this ‘salmon battle’. 
Please remember this story the next time you eat salmon! 
�

a a
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3. Reservoirs in Naka City� a �

�

Do we need reservoirs in Naka City? 
This is what I think. 

First, a reservoir is like a dam, so if we have no reservoirs, there will be floods in Naka City. 
Second, lots of animals and plants live in the reservoirs. 

For example, a special dragonfly – the kobane-aoito-tombo – lives at Bundo Reservoir in Konosu. 
Also, Kotoku Pond was a reservoir, and it is famous because swans go there every year. 

Third, the water from reservoirs is often used by firefighters. 
And finally, the reservoirs in Naka City are very beautiful. 

I think we should make our reservoirs into parks.  
If we do this, the people of Naka City can enjoy our reservoirs more��

�
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�-3 
High school students (grades 1-3) reading topics (x3) 
�

�

1. Sho Nemoto� �

�

Sho Nemoto was born in 1851 in Higashi-kinokura. 
He was poor, but he worked hard and he was a good student. 

When he was twenty he left home and moved to Tokyo. 
Sho’s dream was to go to the west, so he started studying English. 

He went to the U.S. by boat in 1879. 
Even though Sho was 28 years old, he became an elementary school student in San Francisco. 

After graduating from junior high school and high school, he studied politics at Vermont University. 
Everyone at the university liked Sho, and when he graduated, they had a special ceremony for him. 

Sho went to Europe and met many important people. 
Then in 1890 he came back to Japan. 

Sho Nemoto became a congressman in 1898. 
He was very popular and a good politician. 

In 1899, he helped make education free for everyone, and it was his idea to build the Suigun Line. 
He also made new laws to stop children smoking and drinking alcohol. 

Sho Nemoto died in 1933 when he was 83 years old. 
I am very proud that he is from Naka City. 
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2. The history of cedar trees in Naka City� a a
�

‘Sugi’ is the Japanese word for ‘cedar’, and even now, there is an area in Naka City called Sugi. 
Three of the cedar trees in Naka City are very big. 

They were planted in the Muromachi period, so they are about 500 years old. 
Because cedar was used to build and repair temples and shrines, in the Heian period there was a big 

cedar forest near Kashima Shrine. 
In the Edo period, the Mito clan had a special cedar forest in Naka called Ontateyama, and 

people took wood along the river from Naka to Edo. 
From the Meiji period, many young cedar trees were grown in Naka. 

After World War II, our town became famous for growing young cedar trees. 
In 1975, more than three million young cedar trees were grown here.  

That was about 75% of the young cedar trees in Ibaraki. 
From the early sixties, a lot of wood was imported. 

Wood became cheaper, and cedar forests were not used any more. 
Unfortunately, almost 67% of Japan is covered with forests, but these days about 62% of our wood is from 

foreign countries. 
Do you think we should grow young cedar trees in Naka City again? 
�
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3. The story of Honi and Shogei a �

�

In the Edo period, Yoshimitsu Shiraishi was the lord of Iwase Castle. 
But he lost a battle and died. 

Yoshimitsu’s son Shogei was five years old. 
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Shogei’s mother escaped with him, and they went to many different places. 
Eventually they arrived in Konosu, and lived in a small house near Washi Shrine. 

Shogei’s mother became a nun, and changed her name to Ren-nyo Honi.  
When Shogei was eight years old, she took him to Jofuku Temple in Urizura.  

Every day she walked several kilometers to see him, even when it was raining or snowing. 
Later, Shogei became a Ryoyo, a famous Buddhist priest at Jofuku Temple.  

He was popular in Urizura, and the people called him ‘Rokuya-san’. 
The road that Honi walked along to Jofuku Temple is called ‘Bikuni Road’. 

It starts at Washi Shrine, and passes Hoppo-inari Shrine, Naka 3rd Junior High School, and Bundo Pond. 
Today you can drive along the road, but in the fifteenth century it was dark and dangerous. 

Ren-nyo Honi raised Shogei as a single mother. 
She is an important example for Japanese women, and we can remember her with Bikuni Road. 
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